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⮚ The EU is in charge of developing policy and fostering cooperation and initiatives in support of sport across

Europe.

⮚ The European Union did not have an official EU sport policy until the adoption of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009.

⮚ The White Paper on Sport set the basics of the development of the EU sport policy, followed by 2009 entry

into force of the Lisbon Treaty and adoption of three EU Work Plans for Sport by the Council of Ministers

(2011-2014, 2014-2017 and 2017-2020).



Milestones in European sports politics and policies

Source: EU sports policy: assessment and possible ways forward; last visited 01.02.2023.  https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/237440/PE652-251_Study-EU-Sport-Policy.pdf

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/237440/PE652-251_Study-EU-Sport-Policy.pdf


Source: EU sports policy: assessment and possible ways 
forward; last visited 01.02.2023. 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/237440/PE652-

251_Study-EU-Sport-Policy.pdf

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/237440/PE652-251_Study-EU-Sport-Policy.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/237440/PE652-251_Study-EU-Sport-Policy.pdf


The EU fosters the idea of improvement of the general well-being, overcoming societal issues (e.g., racism, social exclusion,

gender inequality, etc.), and economic benefits trough sport.

Sport policy plays important role in the EU’s external relations within three aspects:

⮚ the societal role of sport;

⮚ its economic dimension;

⮚ the political and legal framework of the sports sector.

The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009 and the White paper were the baseline for the first policy document adopted

by the Commission on the sport after the Lisbon called the ‘’Developing the European Dimension in Sport’’.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52011DC0012


European Union Work Plan for Sport for (2011-2014) and the White Paper  

(a) the societal role of sport:

• fight against doping,

• education, training and qualifications in sport,

• prevention of and fight against violence and intolerance,

• health-enhancing physical activity,

• social inclusion in and through sport,

• voluntary activity in sport,

• cooperation with third countries and organisations,

• sustainable development in and through sport;

(b) the economic dimension of sport:

• evidence-based policy-making in the field of sport,

• sustainable financing of sport,

• application of EU State aid rules to sport,

• regional development and employability;

White paper  last visited 01.02.2023. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A42011Y0601%2801%29&qid=1614269891631  



(c) the organization of sport:

• good governance in sport,

• the specific nature of sport,

• free movement and nationality of sportspeople,

• transfer rules and activities of sport agents,

• integrity of sporting competitions, including match fixing,

corruption, money laundering and other forms of financial

crime,

• European social dialogue in the sport sector,

• protection of minors,

• licensing system of clubs,

• media rights and intellectual property rights.

The Member States and the Commission established
the following expert groups to address the following:

• anti-doping;

• good governance in sport;

• education and training in sport;

• sport, health and participation;

• sport statistics;

• sustainable financing of sport;

• match-fixing;

• gender equality;

• economic dimension;

• health-enhancing physical activity (HEPA);

• human resource management in sport.

White paper  last visited 01.02.2023. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A42011Y0601%2801%29&qid=1614269891631  



The fourth EU Work Plan for Sport (2021-2024) was adopted by the Council of European Ministers of Sport in 2020.

The focus and key priorities of the plan:

⮚ physical activity and creating sport opportunities for all generations

⮚ recovery and the crisis resilience of the sport sector during and in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic’.

⮚ Environmental dimensions of sport

⮚ promotion of gender equality

⮚ best practice exchanges and knowledge building

⮚ increasing the proportion of women in leadership positions and coaching

⮚ promotion of equal conditions for all athletes

⮚ enhancing media coverage on women

⮚ ‘’green sport’’ (addressing greenhouse gas emissions, energy efficiency, waste disposal and the treatment of soil and water)

⮚ innovation and digitization in sport sector

The fourth EU Work Plan for Sport (2021-2024) last viseted 01.02.2023. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:C:2020:419:FULL#C_2020419EN.01000101.doc
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The European Commission SPORT INITIATIVES

To support the different policy developments in the field of sport, the European Commission designed different program funding

schemes and other initiatives.

∙ Erasmus+ actions in the field of sport promote participation in sport and physical and voluntary activities. The 2021-2027

programme puts the focus on grassroot sport and the support of EU-wide actions. Erasmus+ actions give the opportunity to

staff of sport organisations to improve their competences and qualifications and to acquire new skills through learning

mobility.

∙ The European Week of Sport was launched in 2015 to improve awareness of the importance of an active lifestyle. A wide

range of activities and events are organised across Europe every year in September to encourage people to #BeActive.

Source: Official European Commission web page; last visited 01.02.2023. https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/eu-sport-forum
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The European Commission SPORT INITIATIVES

∙ The EU Sport Forum is the main platform for structured dialogue between the European

Commission and sport stakeholders. The initiative seeks to build a future in sport through

high-level dialogue between sport leaders, entrepreneurs, and other sport professionals.

∙ Launched in 2018, the SHARE initiative’s main goal is to raise awareness on the role of sport

and physical activity in the context of regional and local development.

SHARE ensures sport is taken into account as part of policy and investment decision-making

at European, national and regional levels.

∙ The #BeInclusive EU Sport Awards reward the best projects that have successfully supported

inclusion through sport. The initiative rewards projects that are best practice in the field of

inclusion and non-discrimination.

Source: Official European Commission web page; last visited 01.02.2023. https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/eu-sport-forum

https://www.eusportforum2022.eu/
https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/eu-sport-forum


International sport initiatives and stakeholders 

• UNESCO - International Charter of Physical Education, Physical Activity and Sport

• United Nations - Sports for Climate Action Framework

• Olympic Charter

• Youth Ideas Labs 2022

• European Olympic Committees – EOC the umbrella body for Europe’s 50 NOCs committed to spreading Olympic values

and inspiring sporty lifestyles.

• ENGSO (European Non-Governmental Sports Organisation)

• International Sport Organization

https://www.unesco.org/en/sport-and-anti-doping/international-charter-sport
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Sports_for_Climate_Action_Declaration_and_Framework.pdf
https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Document%20Library/OlympicOrg/General/EN-Olympic-Charter.pdf?_ga=2.252635977.1544714984.1673392103-1642771686.1673392103
https://sport.ec.europa.eu/document/healthylifestyle4all-youth-ideas-labs-2022-overview
https://www.eurolympic.org/
https://www.engso.eu/
https://www.sportanddev.org/en/organisation/international-sport-organization


Let’s mingle a bit

Q1: What do you think is the main issue in sport sector and why?  

Q2: What sport has the worst impact on environment? 



Air Sports

Golf

NASCAR, Formula 1, and Drag Racing

Water Sports That Use Motor Boats

Skiing & Snowboarding

Big-Arena Professional Sports

Answers to what sports has the worst impact on environment. 
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Thank you for your attention 
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